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ABOUT THIS READING PLAN
Each week’s questions will take you on a journey to study one passage of the book of
Genesis over the course of five days. These questions are designed to equip you with good
Inductive Bible study methods, learning to observe the passage through the lens of the
original audience, interpret the passage through the lens of Christ’s full plan of redemption,
and apply the passage through the lens of a 21st Century follower of Jesus. 

Here are some key skills you will develop: 

1. Observation Skills – You will practice isolating the different parts of a passage and see
how they relate to one another using basic grammar skills. 

2. Interpretation Skills – You will learn how to use the features you observed to discover the
author’s intent. You will also learn how to use the whole context of the book and cross-
references in the Bible to check and deepen meaning and understanding. 

3. Application Skills – You will be challenged to create faithful and specific applications
that are in line with the author’s original intent for writing.  

We urge you to make the most of this study, devoting yourself to daily reading and prayerful
study. Each time you sit down with God’s word, you can follow this pattern:  

Pray – Ask God to give you understanding and to transform you through his word.  

Read – Read slowly and carefully. Use the daily study questions to continually add to your
understanding.  

Pray – Ask God to impress what you have read upon your heart. Pray for the opportunity to
share it with someone else, and pray for others in our church as they seek to walk in this truth
with you. 

Share - Talk to someone else about what God is revealing to you through his word. This
might be another member of your Gospel Community, a mentor, a disciple, or even an
unbeliever. 

Finally, we hope you will take advantage of all the resources available at
www.oakhillfellowship.com/genesis4. Find free online tools like Bible dictionaries,
encyclopedias and Greek lexicons on biblestudytools.com.





From highly favored son to humiliated servant to captive prisoner to exalted
savior-king and forgiver of his enemies - this is the storyline of Jesus’ life. But
before him, it was the life story of one of Israel’s most beloved patriarchs,
Joseph. The nation of Israel itself was well acquainted with the contours of
this story, as they too experienced it: blessed and chosen by God, yet
dwelling in Egypt as slaves, delivered through adversity by the providence of
God into a promised land where they would establish a kingdom for his
glory. As the book of Genesis concludes, having established the origin of the
material world and its fall into sin as well as the origin of faith and
unmerited blessing, we find the origin of a gospel-shaped life. 

Anyone who walks in the way of Jesus will experience a similar pattern.
Through faith in Christ, we receive all of the favor and grace of God through
no merit of our own, but we live as exiles and servants among the kingdoms
of this world. We pick up our cross daily and deny ourselves, sharing in the
sufferings of Christ, knowing that, when he returns, we too will share in his
resurrection and kingdom glories. Joseph’s life is Israel’s life is Jesus’ life is
our life. Through this study of Joseph, let’s embrace the contours of this
gospel-shaped life, growing even deeper in our dependence on, devotion to,
and delight in Jesus. 
.

 INTRODUCTION
Series Vision:

“ Embrace the contours of the gospel-shaped life, trusting
our good and providential God in a fallen, evil world. ”



         1 When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The name of his

firstborn son was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba. 3 Yet

his sons did not walk in his ways but turned aside after gain. They took bribes and perverted

justice. 

         4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah 5 and said to

him, “Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint for us a king to

judge us like all the nations.” 6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to

judge us.” And Samuel prayed to the LORD. 7 And the LORD said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the

people in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from

being king over them. 8 According to all the deeds that they have done, from the day I brought

them up out of Egypt even to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are also

doing to you. 9 Now then, obey their voice; only you shall solemnly warn them and show them the

ways of the king who shall reign over them.” 

       10 So Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking for a king from

him. 11 He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons

and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen and to run before his chariots. 12 And

he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to

plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment of

his chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will

take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his servants. 15 He

will take the tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and to his

servants. 16 He will take your male servants and female servants and the best of your young men

and your donkeys, and put them to his work. 17 He will take the tenth of your flocks, and you shall

be his slaves. 18 And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for

yourselves, but the LORD will not answer you in that day.” 

         19 But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. And they said, “No! But there shall be

a king over us, 20 that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go

out before us and fight our battles.” 21 And when Samuel had heard all the words of the people,

he repeated them in the ears of the LORD. 22 And the LORD said to Samuel, “Obey their voice and

make them a king.” Samuel then said to the men of Israel, “Go every man to his city.”



1.Read the whole scene(s) through to get a feel what is happening.

2.  Put a | line between each scene.

3.  Highlight or underline the setting (who, where, what) in yellow.

4.  Highlight or underline the rising tension (the main conflict or problem) in purple.

5.  Highlight or underline the climax (the point of no return) in red.

6.  Highlight or underline the resolution (how the main conflict or problem resolves) in blue.

7.  Highlight or underline the following action / new setting in green.

D A Y  1 :  O B S E R V A T I O N -  S T R U C T U R E

a. Retell the story in your own words.
         Setting: Samuel’s aging and his son’s unfaithfulness to the Lord. (8:1-3)
         Rising Tension: The elders of Israel’s request for a King, Samuel’s displeasure, and the Lord’s instructions. (8:4-9)
         Climax (Discourse): Samuel’s warning against kings and how they will oppress and take away. (8:10-18)
         Resolution: The people’s rejection of Samuel’s warning. (8:19-22a)
         Following Action: The Lord gives Israel over to their desires. (8:22b)

b. What other clues does the author use to give you hints about the main point of this scene
(repetition, character development, comparison/contrast, dialogue, etc.)?

        There is dialogue between the people and Samuel and the Lord and Samuel, (in that order), defining the boundaries of the
        rising tension and resolution. The climax is all monologue from Samuel to the people.

         Samuel’s speech/prophecy foreshadows what is to come in the next section of the book.

c. What do the climax and resolution tell you about the main point of the story? Summarize the
author’s emphasis in this scene.

        The people of Israel refused to obey the voice of God (their True King), and instead insisted on making a king for
        themselves - a choice that would enslave them.

        



D A Y  2 :  O B S E R V A T I O N - C O N T E X T

D A Y  3 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - G O S P E L  C O N N E C T I O N

How does this passage relate to the scene(s) before and after? Are there any themes or images in
this passage that show up elsewhere in this book? How does this serve the author's overall
argument (what would we lose if this passage wasn't here)? 

To what specific part of the gospel (the person and work of Jesus Christ) does the scene(s)
point? What function does this serve in the scene(s)?

T h i s  c h a p t e r  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  s t o r y  o f  S a m u e l  a n d  t h e  r i s e  o f
t h e  M o n a r c h y  u n d e r  S a u l ,  e v e n t u a l l y  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  w a y  f o r  K i n g  D a v i d ,  G o d ’ s  c h o s e n
a n o i n t e d  K i n g  w h o  w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  h i m .  I t  f o r e s h a d o w s  t h e  f a i l u r e s  o f  S a u l  t o  b e  a
t r u l y  j u s t  a n d  r i g h t e o u s  k i n g  a n d  l a y s  t h e  b a c k d r o p  f o r  w h y  G o d  w o u l d  c h o o s e  h i s
o w n  h u m a n  K i n g .

T h e  d e p r a v i t y  o f  I s r a e l  h a s  b e e n  o n  d i s p l a y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  b o o k ,  t h r o u g h  t h e
w o r t h l e s s n e s s  o f  E l i ’ s  s o n s  t o  n o w  t h e  w o r t h l e s s n e s s  o f  S a m u e l ’ s  s o n s .  T h e y  d o  n o t
w a n t  t o  b e  s e t  a p a r t  a s  G o d ’ s  p e o p l e  b u t  r a t h e r  w a n t  t o  b e  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r
n a t i o n s  w h o  t h e y  p r e s u m a b l y  e s t e e m  t o  b e  m o r e  p o w e r f u l  a n d  b e t t e r  s e t  u p  f o r  l o n g -
t e r m  p r o s p e r i t y .

T h e  K i n g d o m  o f  G o d  a n d  o f  h i s  C h r i s t  i s  u n l i k e  t h e  k i n g d o m s  o f  t h i s  w o r l d .  T h e y
i n c i t e  w a r  w h i l e  h e  b r i n g s  p e a c e .  T h e y  t a x  w h i l e  h e  p r o v i d e s .  T h e y  e n s l a v e ,  w h i l e
h e  b r i n g s  f r e e d o m .

T h e  t h e m e  o f  e n s l a v e m e n t  t o  a  K i n g / K i n g d o m  i s  c a p t u r e d  i n  m a n y  o f  P a u l ’ s
w r i t i n g s .  J u s t  a s  K i n g  D a v i d  w i l l  d e l i v e r  t h e m  f r o m  t h e  e n s l a v i n g  r u l e  o f  S a u l  t h a t
t h e y  e n d u r e d  b y  t h e i r  o w n  c h o i c e s ,  s o  K i n g  J e s u s  d e l i v e r s  u s  f r o m  t h e  e n s l a v i n g
r u l e  o f  s i n .

I n  t h i s  t e x t ,  t h e  g o o d  n e w s  o f  G o d ’ s  r e i g n  i s  a  b a c k d r o p  f o r  t h e  W A R N I N G  a g a i n s t
s u b m i t t i n g  t o  o t h e r  m a s t e r s .



D A Y  4 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - B I B L I C A L  T H E O L O G Y

DAY 5: APPLICATION-MAIN POINT / ACTIONABLE RESPONSE

How does this passage relate to God's plan in Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Future Restoration
(the whole storyline of the Bible)?

What is the author's main message to his primary audience? What does this mean for our
church and your life? How will you apply this personally?

T h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  s e t  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  D e u t .  1 7 : 1 4 - 2 0 ,  t h e  l a w s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  w h i c h
I s r a e l  m a y  a s k  f o r  a  k i n g .  G o d  h a d  a l r e a d y  m a d e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  a  h u m a n  k i n g  t o  b e
i n  I s r a e l ,  a n d  h a d  a  p l a n  f o r  w h a t  h e  s h o u l d  b e  l i k e .  

U l t i m a t e l y ,  S a u l  b e c o m e s  t h e  b l a c k  c u r t a i n  a g a i n s t  w h i c h  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  D a v i d ’ s
r e i g n  s h i n e s ,  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  a g a i n s t  w h i c h  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  C h r i s t  s h i n e s .  C h r i s t  i s
n o t  t h e  k i n g  w e  w o u l d  n a t u r a l l y  c h o o s e ,  b u t  h e  i s  t h e  K i n g  w e  n e e d .

P r i m a r y  A u d i e n c e :  W h e n  I s r a e l  s a u g h t  t o  b e  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  i t
d i d  n o t  g o  w e l l  w i t h  t h e m .  G o d  a n d  G o d  a l o n e  w a s  a  m o r e - t h a n = s u f f i c i e n t  k i n g ,  b u t
t h e y  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h i s  t o  b e  t r u e ,  m u c h  t o  t h e i r  o w n  h u r t .

P e r s o n a l :  I t  i s  n o t  w o r t h  a l l o w i n g  m y s e l f  t o  b e  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  a n o t h e r  i n  o r d e r  t o
b e  a c c e p t e d  o r  f e e l  s e c u r e  “ j u s t  l i k e  e v e r y o n e  e l s e . ”  I  c a n  e i t h e r  c h o o s e  t o  s u b m i t
m y s e l f  t o  C h r i s t ,  t h e  K i n g  w h o  g i v e s  f r e e d o m ,  o r  I  c a n  c h o o s e  t o  s u b m i t  m y s e l f  t o
t h e  e n s l a v e m e n t  o f  f l e s h l y  m a s t e r s  ( e i t h e r  s p i r i t u a l  o r  t a n g i b l e ) .



    These are the generations of Esau (that is, Edom). 2 Esau took his wives from the Canaanites: Adah the

daughter of Elon the Hittite, Oholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite, 3 and

Basemath, Ishmael’s daughter, the sister of Nebaioth. 4 And Adah bore to Esau, Eliphaz; Basemath bore Reuel;

5 and Oholibamah bore Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. These are the sons of Esau who were born to him in the land

of Canaan.

     6 Then Esau took his wives, his sons, his daughters, and all the members of his household, his livestock, all

his beasts, and all his property that he had acquired in the land of Canaan. He went into a land away from his

brother Jacob. 7 For their possessions were too great for them to dwell together. The land of their sojournings

could not support them because of their livestock. 8 So Esau settled in the hill country of Seir. (Esau is Edom.)

     9 These are the generations of Esau the father of the Edomites in the hill country of Seir. 10 These are the

names of Esau’s sons: Eliphaz the son of Adah the wife of Esau, Reuel the son of Basemath the wife of Esau.

11 The sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz. 12 (Timna was a concubine of Eliphaz,

Esau’s son; she bore Amalek to Eliphaz.) These are the sons of Adah, Esau’s wife. 13 These are the sons of

Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. These are the sons of Basemath, Esau’s wife. 14 These are the

sons of Oholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon, Esau’s wife: she bore to Esau Jeush, Jalam,

and Korah.

     15 These are the chiefs of the sons of Esau. The sons of Eliphaz the firstborn of Esau: the chiefs Teman,

Omar, Zepho, Kenaz, 16 Korah, Gatam, and Amalek; these are the chiefs of Eliphaz in the land of Edom; these

are the sons of Adah. 17 These are the sons of Reuel, Esau’s son: the chiefs Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and

Mizzah; these are the chiefs of Reuel in the land of Edom; these are the sons of Basemath, Esau’s wife. 

18 These are the sons of Oholibamah, Esau’s wife: the chiefs Jeush, Jalam, and Korah; these are the chiefs

born of Oholibamah the daughter of Anah, Esau’s wife. 19 These are the sons of Esau (that is, Edom), and

these are their chiefs.

     20 These are the sons of Seir the Horite, the inhabitants of the land: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 21 Dishon,

Ezer, and Dishan; these are the chiefs of the Horites, the sons of Seir in the land of Edom. 22 The sons of Lotan

were Hori and Hemam; and Lotan’s sister was Timna. 23 These are the sons of Shobal: Alvan, Manahath, Ebal,

Shepho, and Onam. 24 These are the sons of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah; he is the Anah who found the hot springs

in the wilderness, as he pastured the donkeys of Zibeon his father. 25 These are the children of Anah: Dishon

and Oholibamah the daughter of Anah. 26 These are the sons of Dishon: Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran.

27 These are the sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan. 28 These are the sons of Dishan: Uz and Aran. 29

These are the chiefs of the Horites: the chiefs Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 30 Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan; these

are the chiefs of the Horites, chief by chief in the land of Seir.



     31 These are the kings who reigned in the land of Edom, before any king reigned over the Israelites. 32 Bela

the son of Beor reigned in Edom, the name of his city being Dinhabah. 33 Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah

of Bozrah reigned in his place. 34 Jobab died, and Husham of the land of the Temanites reigned in his place. 

35 Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, who defeated Midian in the country of Moab, reigned in his

place, the name of his city being Avith. 36 Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his place. 37 Samlah

died, and Shaul of Rehoboth on the Euphrates reigned in his place. 38 Shaul died, and Baal-hanan the son of

Achbor reigned in his place. 39 Baal-hanan the son of Achbor died, and Hadar reigned in his place, the name of

his city being Pau; his wife’s name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, daughter of Mezahab.

     40 These are the names of the chiefs of Esau, according to their clans and their dwelling places, by their

names: the chiefs Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, 41 Oholibamah, Elah, Pinon, 42 Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar, 43 Magdiel, and

Iram; these are the chiefs of Edom (that is, Esau, the father of Edom), according to their dwelling places in the

land of their possession.

Chapter 37

     1 Jacob lived in the land of his father’s sojournings, in the land of Canaan.

     2 These are the generations of Jacob.

     Joseph, being seventeen years old, was pasturing the flock with his brothers. He was a boy with the sons of

Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives. And Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. 3 Now Israel

loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, because he was the son of his old age. And he made him a robe

of many colors. 4 But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated

him and could not speak peacefully to him.

     5 Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they hated him even more. 6 He said to them,

“Hear this dream that I have dreamed: 7 Behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf

arose and stood upright. And behold, your sheaves gathered around it and bowed down to my sheaf.” 8 His

brothers said to him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? Or are you indeed to rule over us?” So they hated him

even more for his dreams and for his words.

     9 Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his brothers and said, “Behold, I have dreamed another

dream. Behold, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 10 But when he told it to his

father and to his brothers, his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you have dreamed?

Shall I and your mother and your brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the ground before you?” 11 And his

brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in mind.



1.Read the whole scene(s) through to get a feel what is happening.

2.  Put a | line between each scene.

3.  Highlight or underline the setting (who, where, what) in YELLOW.

4.  Highlight or underline the rising tension (the main conflict or problem) in PURPLE.

5.  Highlight or underline the climax (the point of no return) in RED.

6.  Highlight or underline the resolution (how the main conflict or problem resolves) in BLUE.

7.  Highlight or underline the following action / new setting in GREEN.

D A Y  1 :  O B S E R V A T I O N -  S T R U C T U R E

a. Retell the story in your own words.
      

b. What other clues does the author use to give you hints about the main point of this scene
(repetition, character development, comparison/contrast, dialogue, etc.)?

        

c. What do the climax and resolution tell you about the main point of the story? Summarize the
author’s emphasis in this scene.

   

        



D A Y  2 :  O B S E R V A T I O N - C O N T E X T

D A Y  3 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - G O S P E L  C O N N E C T I O N

How does this passage relate to the scene(s) before and after? Are there any themes or images in
this passage that show up elsewhere in this book? How does this serve the author's overall
argument (what would we lose if this passage wasn't here)? 

To what specific part of the gospel (the person and work of Jesus Christ) does the scene(s)
point? What function does this serve in the scene(s)?



D A Y  4 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - B I B L I C A L  T H E O L O G Y

DAY 5: APPLICATION-MAIN POINT / ACTIONABLE RESPONSE

How does this passage relate to God's plan in Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Future Restoration
(the whole storyline of the Bible)?

What is the author's main message to his primary audience? What does this mean for our
church and your life? How will you apply this personally?





      12 Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. 13 And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your

brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” And he said to him, “Here I am.” 14 So he said to

him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock, and bring me word.” So he sent him from the Valley of

Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 15 And a man found him wandering in the fields. And the man asked him, “What are you

seeking?” 16 “I am seeking my brothers,” he said. “Tell me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.” 17 And the man

said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’” So Joseph went after his brothers and found them

at Dothan.

     18 They saw him from afar, and before he came near to them they conspired against him to kill him. 19 They said to one

another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20 Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits. Then we will say that a

fierce animal has devoured him, and we will see what will become of his dreams.” 21 But when Reuben heard it, he rescued

him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” 22 And Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit

here in the wilderness, but do not lay a hand on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand to restore him to his

father. 23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the robe of many colors that he wore. 

24 And they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it.

     25 Then they sat down to eat. And looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels

bearing gum, balm, and myrrh, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 26 Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if

we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27 Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for

he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers listened to him. 28 Then Midianite traders passed by. And they drew

Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. They took Joseph to

Egypt.

      29 When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he tore his clothes 30 and returned to his

brothers and said, “The boy is gone, and I, where shall I go?” 31 Then they took Joseph’s robe and slaughtered a goat and

dipped the robe in the blood. 32 And they sent the robe of many colors and brought it to their father and said, “This we

have found; please identify whether it is your son’s robe or not.” 33 And he identified it and said, “It is my son’s robe. A

fierce animal has devoured him. Joseph is without doubt torn to pieces.” 34 Then Jacob tore his garments and put

sackcloth on his loins and mourned for his son many days. 35 All his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him,

but he refused to be comforted and said, “No, I shall go down to Sheol to my son, mourning.” Thus his father wept for him.

36 Meanwhile the Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard.
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D A Y  1 :  O B S E R V A T I O N -  S T R U C T U R E

a. Retell the story in your own words.
      

b. What other clues does the author use to give you hints about the main point of this scene
(repetition, character development, comparison/contrast, dialogue, etc.)?

        

c. What do the climax and resolution tell you about the main point of the story? Summarize the
author’s emphasis in this scene.

   

        



D A Y  2 :  O B S E R V A T I O N - C O N T E X T

D A Y  3 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - G O S P E L  C O N N E C T I O N

How does this passage relate to the scene(s) before and after? Are there any themes or images in
this passage that show up elsewhere in this book? How does this serve the author's overall
argument (what would we lose if this passage wasn't here)? 

To what specific part of the gospel (the person and work of Jesus Christ) does the scene(s)
point? What function does this serve in the scene(s)?



DAY 5: APPLICATION-MAIN POINT / ACTIONABLE RESPONSE
What is the author's main message to his primary audience? What does this mean for our
church and your life? How will you apply this personally?

D A Y  4 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - B I B L I C A L  T H E O L O G Y
How does this passage relate to God's plan in Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Future Restoration
(the whole storyline of the Bible)?



      It happened at that time that Judah went down from his brothers and turned aside to a certain Adullamite, whose name

was Hirah. 2 There Judah saw the daughter of a certain Canaanite whose name was Shua. He took her and went in to her, 

3 and she conceived and bore a son, and he called his name Er. 4 She conceived again and bore a son, and she called his

name Onan. 5 Yet again she bore a son, and she called his name Shelah. Judah was in Chezib when she bore him.

     6 And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. 7 But Er, Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the

sight of the Lord, and the Lord put him to death. 8 Then Judah said to Onan, “Go in to your brother’s wife and perform the

duty of a brother-in-law to her, and raise up offspring for your brother.” 9 But Onan knew that the offspring would not be

his. So whenever he went in to his brother’s wife he would waste the semen on the ground, so as not to give offspring to

his brother. 10 And what he did was wicked in the sight of the Lord, and he put him to death also. 11 Then Judah said to

Tamar his daughter-in-law, “Remain a widow in your father’s house, till Shelah my son grows up”—for he feared that he

would die, like his brothers. So Tamar went and remained in her father’s house.

     12 In the course of time the wife of Judah, Shua’s daughter, died. When Judah was comforted, he went up to Timnah to

his sheepshearers, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. 13 And when Tamar was told, “Your father-in-law is going up to

Timnah to shear his sheep,” 14 she took off her widow’s garments and covered herself with a veil, wrapping herself up, and

sat at the entrance to Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah. For she saw that Shelah was grown up, and she had not been

given to him in marriage. 15 When Judah saw her, he thought she was a prostitute, for she had covered her face. 16 He

turned to her at the roadside and said, “Come, let me come in to you,” for he did not know that she was his daughter-in-law.

She said, “What will you give me, that you may come in to me?” 17 He answered, “I will send you a young goat from the

flock.” And she said, “If you give me a pledge, until you send it—” 18 He said, “What pledge shall I give you?” She replied,

“Your signet and your cord and your staff that is in your hand.” So he gave them to her and went in to her, and she

conceived by him. 19 Then she arose and went away, and taking off her veil she put on the garments of her widowhood.

     20 When Judah sent the young goat by his friend the Adullamite to take back the pledge from the woman’s hand, he did

not find her. 21 And he asked the men of the place, “Where is the cult prostitute who was at Enaim at the roadside?” And

they said, “No cult prostitute has been here.” 22 So he returned to Judah and said, “I have not found her. Also, the men of

the place said, ‘No cult prostitute has been here.’” 23 And Judah replied, “Let her keep the things as her own, or we shall be

laughed at. You see, I sent this young goat, and you did not find her.”

     24 About three months later Judah was told, “Tamar your daughter-in-law has been immoral. Moreover, she is pregnant

by immorality.” And Judah said, “Bring her out, and let her be burned.” 25 As she was being brought out, she sent word to

her father-in-law, “By the man to whom these belong, I am pregnant.” And she said, “Please identify whose these are, the

signet and the cord and the staff.” 26 Then Judah identified them and said, “She is more righteous than I, since I did not

give her to my son Shelah.” And he did not know her again.

     27 When the time of her labor came, there were twins in her womb. 28 And when she was in labor, one put out a hand,

and the midwife took and tied a scarlet thread on his hand, saying, “This one came out first.” 29 But as he drew back his

hand, behold, his brother came out. And she said, “What a breach you have made for yourself!” Therefore his name was

called Perez. 30 Afterward his brother came out with the scarlet thread on his hand, and his name was called Zerah.
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