10-WEEK STUDY
IN THE BOOK OF 1 THESSALONIANS







ABOUT THIS READING PLAN

Each week’s questions will take you on a journey to study one passage of the book of |
Thessalonians over the course of five days. These questions are designed to equip you with
good Inductive Bible study methods, learning to observe the passage through the lens of the
original audience, interpret the passage through the lens of Christ’s full plan of redemption,
and apply the passage through the lens of a 21st Century follower of Jesus.

Here are some key skills you will develop:

1. Observation Skills - You will practice isolating the different parts of a passage and see
how they relate to one another using basic grammar skills.

2. Interpretation Skills - You will learn how to use the features you observed to discover the
author’s intent. You will also learn how to use the whole context of the book and cross-
references in the Bible to check and deepen meaning and understanding.

3. Application Skills - You will be challenged to create faithful and specific applications
that are in line with the author’s original intent for writing.

We urge you to make the most of this study, devoting yourself to daily reading and prayerful
study. Each time you sit down with God’s word, you can follow this pattern:

Pray - Ask God to give you understanding and to transform you through his word.

Read - Read slowly and carefully. Use the daily study questions to continually add to your
understanding.

Pray - Ask God to impress what you have read upon your heart. Pray for the opportunity to
share it with someone else, and pray for others in our church as they seek to walk in this truth
with you.

Share - Talk to someone else about what God is revealing to you through his word. This
might be another member of your Gospel Community, a mentor, a disciple, or even an
unbeliever.

Finally, we hope you will take advantage of all the resources available at
www.oakhillfellowship.com/Ithessalonians. Find free online tools like Bible dictionaries,
encyclopedias and Greek lexicons on biblestudytools.com.






INTRODUCTION

If Jesus were to walk up to you on the street today and say, “| want you to go and make
disciples,” what would be the first thing you would do?

Many would start by trying to help people by creating programs that meet their needs or by
attracting them with events that appeal to their desires. Others would start a class and focus
on teaching people a certain body of content. Some would want to start a “discipleship
program” or “outreach ministry” to help organize these goals, making sure that everyone has
a part to play. Some would try to make friends with their neighbors or family members until
they felt the time was right to tell them about Jesus or invite them to church. Many think
Jesus’ Great Commission aims to get as many people as possible to make a profession of
faith, attend church regularly, and participate in a few good activities that improve their own
and others' well-being.

While many of these activities can play a role in disciple-making, they are not the heart of it.
Disciple-making certainly includes meeting needs, conveying content, and gathering people,
but those are not the aims of discipleship. The aim of discipleship can be summarized in
one word: relationship. Specifically, discipleship is about living out a properly restored
relationship with God, and therefore, with his people through the power and presence of
Jesus Christ. If we are to truly make disciples, we must help one another take our next steps
in Jesus, growing together in our dependence on, devotion to, and delight in him.

Now, if the aim of discipleship is relationship, then our methods must be relational. It is not
enough to create a program, complete a class, or convey information about the Bible. We
must embody the relational gospel of Jesus Christ, drawing near to him through grace and
moving toward others in love. A class or program may provide a sort of skeletal structure for
this kind of relationship, but the true heartbeat of discipleship is truly knowing and being
known, loving and being loved by Christ and by his church. As people put their faith in the
gospel that we preach, we must draw them into the people of God, building up the local
church where we are, and planting local churches in places where they are still needed.

In 1 Thessalonians, we get a window into the relational disciple-making model of the Apostle
Paul. We find him writing a letter to a newly planted church that he had to prematurely
depart before his work with them was complete. We get a glimpse into the time he spent
with them, the deposit of truth he left behind, and the essential truths he wanted to make
sure they didn’t miss. As he writes, he is strengthening them for effective partnership in the
advancement of the gospel to the ends of the earth. We pray this study prepares you to take
your next steps as a disciple of Jesus in the mission of God to the ends of the earth.

That we would develop and direct every relationship for the sake of making disciples
and planting churches of Jesus Christ.



EXAMPLE STUDY

1 TIMOTHY 3:14-16

DAY 1: OBSERVATION- STRUCTURE

1.Mark where the translators changed paragraphs with a | symbol.

2.Number each paragraph: "1,2, etc."

3.Put a | line between each sentence and label "a,b,c, etc.” and start over when you get to a new
paragraph in this translation.

4.Underline the main action word of each sentence.

5.Put a square around who or what is doing that action (or supposed to do the action - if it is an
implied "you," write that in).

G@any conjunctions (connecting words like, and, but, because, therefore, for, so that).

ice how these conjunctions connect the main thoughts in the passage.

14 Y1a! | hope to come to you soon,@l am writing_these things to you @a, 15 if | delay, you
may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living

God, a pillar and buttress of the truth. |b 16 Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness:

2a. He was manifested in the flesh,

vindicated by the Spirit, "" = Paul
seen by angels, "you" = Timothy
proclaimed among the nations, "we" = Either Paul/Timothy

or the whole church
"He" = Jesus Christ

believed on in the world,

taken up in glory.

a. Summarize each sentence in as few words as possible.
la - Paul is writing so that Timothy would know how each one ought to behave in the church

Ib - The mystery of godliness is great
2h - The cosmic work of Jesus is the great mystery of godliness.

b. Summarize each paragraph in as few words as possible.
[ - Timothy must ensure that each member of Christ's family knows how they must behave for the sake of the

confession that produces that behavior.
2 - The cosmic work of Jesus is the way the church can behave as she ought.
c. Summarize the whole passage in as few words as possible.
Timothy, it is essential that you know how each person must behave in the church to protect and preserve the gospel
truth that transforms us.



DAY 2: OBSERVATION-CONTEXT

How does this passage relate to the paragraph before and after? Are there any themes or images
in this passage that show up elsewhere in this book? How does this serve the author's overall

argument (what would we lose if this passage wasn't here)?
BEFORE: Paul just finished writing about the qualifications for elders and deacons. A number of

the qualifications include the "household life" of the leaders.

AFTER: Paul contrasts those who depart from "the faith" and those who "believe and know the
truth."

THEMES - Later in chapter 4 and even more in chapter 5 Paul advocates for relationships in
the church that look like family relationships (especially brother/sister language)

DAY 3: INTERPRETATION-GOSPEL CONNECTION

What specific part of the gospel (the person and work of Jesus Christ) is referenced? How
does the author use this part of the gospel?

The confession references many aspects of the work of Christ that creates the "mystery of godliness" -

MANIFESTED IN THE FLESH = Incarnation

VINDICATED BY THE SPIRIT = Righteous Life, Death, Resurrection in the power of the Spirit

SEEN BY ANGELS = Witness of the Heavenly Beings of the Church

PROCLAIMED AMONG THE NATIONS/ BELIEVED ON IN THE WORLD =Advancement of the Gospel Through
the Church

TAKEN UP IN GLORY = Current Reign

DAY 4: INTERPRETATION-BIBLICAL THEOLOGY

How does this passage relate to God's plan in Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Future Restoration
(the whole storyline of the Bible)?

GODLINESS -
CREATION - The Lord created man and woman "in his own image-likeness" (i.e. to be godly) They were to be his family.

FALL - Man and woman depart from the truth and fail to behave in any reflection of godliness.
REDEMPTION - Jesus came to redeem a people for himself who would be restored to reflect his godliness

FUTURE RESTORATION - One day the curch will be fully godly as Christ is - the "hymn" in this writing will have an
ultimate fulfillment.

DAY 5: APPLICATION-MAIN POINT / ACTIONABLE RESPONSE

What is the author's main message to his primary audience? What does this mean for our
church and your life? How will you apply this personally?

AUTHOR'S MESSAGE - Timothy, make sure the church knows how they are supposed to relate as a family so that
the powerful, transforming truth of the gospel can be seen for what it truly is.

IMPLICATION - | must know how to relate to others in the church, and do so in the power of the gospel.

APPLICATION - This week, | will text the other members of my G.C. reminding of these gospel truths and telling
them how important they are to me as my brothers and sisters in Christ.



WEEK 1

INTRODUCTION

DAY 1:

Read 1 Thess. 1:1. Notice three parts — the authors (Paul, Silvanus [a.k.a. “Silas”], and Timothy),
the recipients (church of the Thessalonians) and the blessing (Grace to you and peace). These

are more than just niceties. They introduce us to three primary relationships essential to Paul's
disciple-making methodology. Today we are going to look at “Paul’'s Team/Network.”

Read Acts 15:22-16:5. What relationships between people do you see? How would you describe
those relationships?

What churches are mentioned and how do they relate to one another and to Paul's team? (note:
sometimes churches are referred to by the name of the city they are in)

What was the initial goal of this second missionary journey?

DAY 2:

Today we are going to look at the team’s reliance upon the Lord as they took the gospel into
new regions. Read Acts 16:6-10. What do you notice about the team'’s reliance upon the Lord?

How is the purpose of their missionary journey shifting from what you read yesterday in Acts 16:5?



DAY 3:

Today we are going to look at the events surrounding the planting of the church in
Thessalonica. Read Acts 17:1-15. It is thought that these verses cover somewhere between
one month and six months. How would you describe the reception of the gospel in
Thessalonica during this time? What was good? What was lacking?

What is Paul’s primary concern in v. 15? How does this inform our understanding of what
Paul found important in disciple-making?

DAY 4:

Today we are going to look at the events leading up to and surrounding the writing of

1 Thessalonians. Read Acts 17:16-18:16. Based on 1 Thess. 3:6ff, it is thought that Silas and
Timothy’s arrival in Corinth in Acts 18:5 provides the occasion for writing the letter of

1 Thessalonians.

Why might a positive report from Thessalonica help Paul as he preached in Corinth? How are the
events in Corinth similar or different from the events in Thessalonica?

DAY 5:

Read the entire book of 1 Thessalonians. How would you describe the relationship between
Paul's team and the Thessalonians?

How would you describe the relationship between the members of the church in Thessalonica?

How would you describe the relationship between the Thessalonians and the world
around them?



WEEK 2

1 THESS. 1:2-10

DAY 1: OBSERVATION- STRUCTURE

1.Mark where the translators changed paragraphs with a | symbol.

2.Number each paragraph: "1,2, etc."

3.Put a | line between each sentence and label "ab,c, etc." and start over when you get to a new paragraph
in this translation.

4.Underline the main action word of each sentence.

5.Put a square around who or what is doing that action (or supposed to do the action - if it is an implied

"you," write that in).
6.any conjunctions (connecting words like, and, but, because, therefore, for, so that). Notice how
these conjunctions connect the main thoughts in the passage.

2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers,

3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you,
5 because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and
with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And
you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the
joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in
Achaia. 8 For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and
Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. 9 For
they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you
turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven,

whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.

a. Summarize each sentence in as few words as possible.

b. Summarize each paragraph in as few words as possible.

c. Summarize the whole passage in as few words as possible.



DAY 2: OBSERVATION-CONTEXT

How does this passage relate to the paragraph before and after? Are there any themes or images
in this passage that show up elsewhere in this book? How does this serve the author's overall
argument (what would we lose if this passage wasn't here)?

DAY 3: INTERPRETATION-GOSPEL CONNECTION

What specific part of the gospel (the person and work of Jesus Christ) is referenced? How
does the author use this part of the gospel?

DAY 4: INTERPRETATION-BIBLICAL THEOLOGY

How does this passage relate to God's plan in Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Future Restoration
(the whole storyline of the Bible)?

DAY 5: APPLICATION-MAIN POINT / ACTIONABLE RESPONSE

What is the author's main message to his primary audience? What does this mean for our
church and your life? How will you apply this personally?



WEEK 3

1 THESS. 2:1-12

DAY 1: OBSERVATION- STRUCTURE

1.Mark where the translators changed paragraphs with a | symbol.

2.Number each paragraph: "1,2, etc."

3.Put a | line between each sentence and label "ab,c, etc." and start over when you get to a new paragraph
in this translation.

4.Underline the main action word of each sentence.

5.Put a square around who or what is doing that action (or supposed to do the action - if it is an implied

"you," write that in).
6.any conjunctions (connecting words like, and, but, because, therefore, for, so that). Notice how
these conjunctions connect the main thoughts in the passage.

For you yourselves know, brothers, that our coming to you was not in vain. 2 But though we had
already suffered and been shamefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we had boldness in our God to
declare to you the gospel of God in the midst of much conflict. 3 For our appeal does not spring from
error or impurity or any attempt to deceive, 4 but just as we have been approved by God to be
entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please man, but to please God who tests our hearts.

5 For we never came with words of flattery, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed—God is witness.
6 Nor did we seek glory from people, whether from you or from others, though we could have made
demands as apostles of Christ. 7 But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking care of
her own children. 8 So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only
the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to us.

9 For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we might not be a
burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 10 You are witnesses, and God
also, how holy and righteous and blameless was our conduct toward you believers. 11 For you know
how, like a father with his children, 12 we exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and charged

you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory.

a. Summarize each sentence in as few words as possible.

b. Summarize each paragraph in as few words as possible.

c. Summarize the whole passage in as few words as possible.



DAY 2: OBSERVATION-CONTEXT

How does this passage relate to the paragraph before and after? Are there any themes or images
in this passage that show up elsewhere in this book? How does this serve the author's overall
argument (what would we lose if this passage wasn't here)?

DAY 3: INTERPRETATION-GOSPEL CONNECTION

What specific part of the gospel (the person and work of Jesus Christ) is referenced? How
does the author use this part of the gospel?

DAY 4: INTERPRETATION-BIBLICAL THEOLOGY

How does this passage relate to God's plan in Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Future Restoration
(the whole storyline of the Bible)?

DAY 5: APPLICATION-MAIN POINT / ACTIONABLE RESPONSE

What is the author's main message to his primary audience? What does this mean for our
church and your life? How will you apply this personally?



WEEK 4

1 THESS. 2:13-16

DAY 1: OBSERVATION- STRUCTURE

1.Mark where the translators changed paragraphs with a | symbol.

2.Number each paragraph: "1,2, etc."

3.Put a | line between each sentence and label "ab,c, etc." and start over when you get to a new paragraph
in this translation.

4.Underline the main action word of each sentence.

5.Put a square around who or what is doing that action (or supposed to do the action - if it is an implied

"you," write that in).
6.any conjunctions (connecting words like, and, but, because, therefore, for, so that). Notice how
these conjunctions connect the main thoughts in the passage.

13 And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which
you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of
God, which is at work in you believers. 14 For you, brothers, became imitators of the churches
of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea. For you suffered the same things from your own
countrymen as they did from the Jews, 15 who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets,
and drove us out, and displease God and oppose all mankind 16 by hindering us from
speaking to the Gentiles that they might be saved—so as always to fill up the measure of

their sins. But wrath has come upon them at last!

a. Summarize each sentence in as few words as possible.

b. Summarize each paragraph in as few words as possible.

c. Summarize the whole passage in as few words as possible.



DAY 2: OBSERVATION-CONTEXT

How does this passage relate to the paragraph before and after? Are there any themes or images
in this passage that show up elsewhere in this book? How does this serve the author's overall
argument (what would we lose if this passage wasn't here)?

DAY 3: INTERPRETATION-GOSPEL CONNECTION

What specific part of the gospel (the person and work of Jesus Christ) is referenced? How
does the author use this part of the gospel?

DAY 4: INTERPRETATION-BIBLICAL THEOLOGY

How does this passage relate to God's plan in Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Future Restoration
(the whole storyline of the Bible)?

DAY 5: APPLICATION-MAIN POINT / ACTIONABLE RESPONSE

What is the author's main message to his primary audience? What does this mean for our
church and your life? How will you apply this personally?



WEEK 5

1 THESS. 2:17-3:5

DAY 1: OBSERVATION- STRUCTURE

1.Mark where the translators changed paragraphs with a | symbol.

2.Number each paragraph: "1,2, etc."

3.Put a | line between each sentence and label "ab,c, etc." and start over when you get to a new paragraph
in this translation.

4.Underline the main action word of each sentence.

5.Put a square around who or what is doing that action (or supposed to do the action - if it is an implied

"you," write that in).
6.any conjunctions (connecting words like, and, but, because, therefore, for, so that). Notice how
these conjunctions connect the main thoughts in the passage.

17 But since we were torn away from you, brothers, for a short time, in person not in heart,
we endeavored the more eagerly and with great desire to see you face to face, 18 because
we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, again and again—but Satan hindered us. 19 For what is
our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not you? 20

For you are our glory and joy.

3 1 Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were willing to be left behind at Athens
alone, 2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s coworker in the gospel of Christ, to
establish and exhort you in your faith, 3 that no one be moved by these afflictions. For you
yourselves know that we are destined for this. 4 For when we were with you, we kept telling
you beforehand that we were to suffer affliction, just as it has come to pass, and just as
you know. 5 For this reason, when | could bear it no longer, | sent to learn about your faith,

for fear that somehow the tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in vain.

a. Summarize each sentence in as few words as possible.

b. Summarize each paragraph in as few words as possible.

c. Summarize the whole passage in as few words as possible.



DAY 2: OBSERVATION-CONTEXT

How does this passage relate to the paragraph before and after? Are there any themes or images
in this passage that show up elsewhere in this book? How does this serve the author's overall
argument (what would we lose if this passage wasn't here)?

DAY 3: INTERPRETATION-GOSPEL CONNECTION

What specific part of the gospel (the person and work of Jesus Christ) is referenced? How
does the author use this part of the gospel?

DAY 4: INTERPRETATION-BIBLICAL THEOLOGY

How does this passage relate to God's plan in Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Future Restoration
(the whole storyline of the Bible)?

DAY 5: APPLICATION-MAIN POINT / ACTIONABLE RESPONSE

What is the author's main message to his primary audience? What does this mean for our
church and your life? How will you apply this personally?



WEEK 6

1 THESS. 3:6-13

DAY 1: OBSERVATION- STRUCTURE

1.Mark where the translators changed paragraphs with a | symbol.

2.Number each paragraph: "1,2, etc."

3.Put a | line between each sentence and label "ab,c, etc." and start over when you get to a new paragraph
in this translation.

4.Underline the main action word of each sentence.

5.Put a square around who or what is doing that action (or supposed to do the action - if it is an implied

"you," write that in).
6.any conjunctions (connecting words like, and, but, because, therefore, for, so that). Notice how
these conjunctions connect the main thoughts in the passage.

6 But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us the good news of
your faith and love and reported that you always remember us kindly and long to see us,
as we long to see you— 7 for this reason, brothers, in all our distress and affliction we
have been comforted about you through your faith. 8 For now we live, if you are standing
fast in the Lord. 9 For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that
we feel for your sake before our God, 10 as we pray most earnestly night and day that we
may see you face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith?

11 Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12
and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as
we do for you, 13 so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our

God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

a. Summarize each sentence in as few words as possible.

b. Summarize each paragraph in as few words as possible.

c. Summarize the whole passage in as few words as possible.



DAY 2: OBSERVATION-CONTEXT

How does this passage relate to the paragraph before and after? Are there any themes or images
in this passage that show up elsewhere in this book? How does this serve the author's overall
argument (what would we lose if this passage wasn't here)?

DAY 3: INTERPRETATION-GOSPEL CONNECTION

What specific part of the gospel (the person and work of Jesus Christ) is referenced? How
does the author use this part of the gospel?

DAY 4: INTERPRETATION-BIBLICAL THEOLOGY

How does this passage relate to God's plan in Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Future Restoration
(the whole storyline of the Bible)?

DAY 5: APPLICATION-MAIN POINT / ACTIONABLE RESPONSE

What is the author's main message to his primary audience? What does this mean for our
church and your life? How will you apply this personally?



WEEK 7

1 THESS. 4:1-12

DAY 1: OBSERVATION- STRUCTURE

1.Mark where the translators changed paragraphs with a | symbol.

2.Number each paragraph: "1,2, etc."

3.Put a | line between each sentence and label "ab,c, etc." and start over when you get to a new paragraph
in this translation.

4.Underline the main action word of each sentence.

5.Put a square around who or what is doing that action (or supposed to do the action - if it is an implied

"you," write that in).
6.any conjunctions (connecting words like, and, but, because, therefore, for, so that). Notice how
these conjunctions connect the main thoughts in the passage.

Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us how
you ought to walk and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more. 2 For
you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will of God, your
sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each one of you know how to
control his own body in holiness and honor, 5 not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do
not know God; 6 that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is
an avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. 7 For God
has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. 8 Therefore whoever disregards this, disregards not
man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you.

9 Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you
yourselves have been taught by God to love one another, 10 for that indeed is what you are doing
to all the brothers throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do this more and more, 11
and to aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we

instructed you, 12 so that you may walk properly before outsiders and be dependent on no one.

a. Summarize each sentence in as few words as possible.

b. Summarize each paragraph in as few words as possible.

c. Summarize the whole passage in as few words as possible.



DAY 2: OBSERVATION-CONTEXT

How does this passage relate to the paragraph before and after? Are there any themes or images
in this passage that show up elsewhere in this book? How does this serve the author's overall
argument (what would we lose if this passage wasn't here)?

DAY 3: INTERPRETATION-GOSPEL CONNECTION

What specific part of the gospel (the person and work of Jesus Christ) is referenced? How
does the author use this part of the gospel?

DAY 4: INTERPRETATION-BIBLICAL THEOLOGY

How does this passage relate to God's plan in Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Future Restoration
(the whole storyline of the Bible)?

DAY 5: APPLICATION-MAIN POINT / ACTIONABLE RESPONSE

What is the author's main message to his primary audience? What does this mean for our
church and your life? How will you apply this personally?



WEEK 8

1 THESS. 4:13-5:11

DAY 1: OBSERVATION- STRUCTURE

1.Mark where the translators changed paragraphs with a | symbol.

2.Number each paragraph: "1,2, etc."

3.Put a | line between each sentence and label "ab,c, etc." and start over when you get to a new paragraph
in this translation.

4.Underline the main action word of each sentence.

5.Put a square around who or what is doing that action (or supposed to do the action - if it is an implied

"you," write that in).
6.any conjunctions (connecting words like, and, but, because, therefore, for, so that). Notice how
these conjunctions connect the main thoughts in the passage.

13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do
who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with
him those who have fallen asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are
left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend from
heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in
Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.

The Day of the Lord

1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written to you. 2 For you
yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, “There is
peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they
will not escape. 4 But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5 For you are all children
of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 6 So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us
keep awake and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8 But since
we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of
salvation. 9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for
us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build one

another up, just as you are doing.

a. Summarize each sentence in as few words as possible.

b. Summarize each paragraph in as few words as possible.

c. Summarize the whole passage in as few words as possible.



DAY 2: OBSERVATION-CONTEXT

How does this passage relate to the paragraph before and after? Are there any themes or images
in this passage that show up elsewhere in this book? How does this serve the author's overall
argument (what would we lose if this passage wasn't here)?

DAY 3: INTERPRETATION-GOSPEL CONNECTION

What specific part of the gospel (the person and work of Jesus Christ) is referenced? How
does the author use this part of the gospel?

DAY 4: INTERPRETATION-BIBLICAL THEOLOGY

How does this passage relate to God's plan in Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Future Restoration
(the whole storyline of the Bible)?

DAY 5: APPLICATION-MAIN POINT / ACTIONABLE RESPONSE

What is the author's main message to his primary audience? What does this mean for our
church and your life? How will you apply this personally?



WEEK 9

1 THESS. 5:12-28

DAY 1: OBSERVATION- STRUCTURE

1.Mark where the translators changed paragraphs with a | symbol.

2.Number each paragraph: "1,2, etc."

3.Put a | line between each sentence and label "ab,c, etc." and start over when you get to a new paragraph
in this translation.

4.Underline the main action word of each sentence.

5.Put a square around who or what is doing that action (or supposed to do the action - if it is an implied

"you," write that in).
6.any conjunctions (connecting words like, and, but, because, therefore, for, so that). Notice how
these conjunctions connect the main thoughts in the passage.

12 We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and
admonish you, 13 and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace
among yourselves. 14 And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted,
help the weak, be patient with them all. 15 See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always
seek to do good to one another and to everyone. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing,

18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not
quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies, 21 but test everything; hold fast what is good.
22 Abstain from every form of evil.

23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is
faithful; he will surely do it.

25 Brothers, pray for us.

26 Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss.

27 | put you under oath before the Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers.

28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

a. Summarize each sentence in 